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TECHNOLOGY UPDATE - CONTINUED INDUSTRY 4.0

HERA’s August issue of MetalBase gave a comprehensive 
review of Industry 4.0 and its implications. There is so much 
new technology in all areas of business operation, that it can
seem both daunting and expensive to plan your way forward. 

Keep this key point in mind:

Companies should implement digitalization to more 
easily and effectively make a profit.

Digitalization enables in-depth gathering and/or sharing of 
data, but that needs to be useful targeted data. Applied to 
manufacturing or fabrication processes, it can enable im-
provements based on real-time performance and operational 
data - but only if it is collated methodically, analyzed correctly, 
and acted upon effectively and efficiently. 

The real question to ask is:

Can we solve production problems, or streamline our 
processes, cost-effectively using these technologies?

Take welding for example; all the data generated during a 
welding task can be monitored, collected, and documented 
with every variable traceable, on synergic/digitalized welding
machines with appropriate software. Large manufacturing/
fabricating businesses churning out high volumes of products, 
e.g. auto manufacturers; requiring multiple machines and/or 
robotics, comprehensive digitalized administrative systems, 
often with high levels of ISO requirements, can utilize and 
share this data to streamline processes and gain efficiency.

Currently in NZ, our manufacturing/fabrication companies are 
not so large and much more job-lot orientated, with consider-
able variation in their work. Automation and digitalisation of 
this type of operation would be very costly and derive less 
benefit. As costs come down over time and technologies be-
come more refined and proven, there will be a point where the 
advantages of the new systems will outweigh the costs. Until 
then, tread carefully.

In our opinion, the real benefits of new welding technologies 
for most NZ fabrication companies right now is at the individ-
ual machine level – making it easier for the person welding 
to do so within the required parameters to ensure quality, re-
duce rework, and improve efficiency. Synergic machines al-
low easy set-up and adjustment for a welding task, especially 
if they have capacity for job memory to hold the parameters 
for specific tasks. They adjust parameters automatically when 
just one is changed to optimise welding. Some machines can 
‘lock’ the parameters in place to ensure the welder stays with-
in correct range and maintains the quality of the weld. xxxxx-

So, make it easier to make it faster, tighten control for quality 
and reduction of re-work. These gains are all about improving 
efficiency, but at an affordable and easy to implement level.

Taking it one step further, invest in the most future-proof syn-
ergic welding machines to keep your technological options 
open. The MicorMIG range made by Lorch in Germany can 
be upgraded both as user demands change and with new 
technologies as they are developed by Lorch. (One reason 
why the MicorMIG range won Lorch the Welding World Best 
Product Supplier Award in 2018)

Industry 4.0 technologies are not one size fits all and run the 
risk of being a waste of money and time. Change is coming 
and to remain competitive, you should think about and plan 
for the future. Look at where you want to be long term and 
what steps you can take to get there. Automation, robots, etc 
are the long term options for many. Digitalization in your work-
shop is a good place to start.
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We are often asked which abrasives cut the best, last 
the longest, or offer best value – now we’re confident 
we have the right answer:

Klingspor Abrasive Discs

Based in Germany, Klingspor’s cutting-edge tech-
nology has been honed over more than 125 years of 
design and continues to lead innovation in the field.

We’re impressed with the range, quality, reliability
and longevity.

Our aim is to provide greater efficiency at cost
effective pricing, Klingspor Abrasives fit the bill.

Another great new product added to MARKAL’s indus-
trial paint marker range. Designed for making durable 
marks on steel during fabrication which can then be 
removed completely during the pickling process prior 
to galvanizing. More marks per marker with more than 
2x longer write-out vs similar products – can be used 
on rough, smooth or rusty steel. Save yourself expen-
sive, time consuming touch-up work.

PRODUCT FOCUS - MARKAL Galvaniser’s Removable Paint Marker

Part No.
MAR 028785 White
MAR 028786 Yellow

SPECIALS

Call us on 09 634 1949 to
discuss which Klingspor

disc is right for you.

Special Price only $59.25/roll
Part No. CHO 71U1215KG

Seismic Grade 3, all-positional, flux cored 
wire designed for butt and fillet welding 
high strength and low temperature steels, 
particularly for structural work.

Excellent usability with stable arc, less 
spattering, good bead appearance, better 
slag removal, and low welding fume
compared to solid wire.

CO2 Shielding gas

50%
OFF!15%

OFF!

15% off Chosun 71U Flux cored 
wire 1.2mm, 15kg rolls

Air-cooled Binzel-type 4 metre MIG guns
Great guns, tough and reliable, at unbeatable prices!

MB15 $90
MB24 $150
MB25 $150
MB36 $150

PLUS Water-cooled Binzel-type 4 metre MIG gun

MB501 WC Now only $275!

50% off selected
WENZL Binzel style guns

All Offers are valid until 31st November 2018 or while stocks last. ALL PRICING EXCLUDES FREIGHT AND GST


